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FUN IN THE SUN

Common Dig 3-10-07

e

! It seems everyone had a good time at the GPAP Common Dig on March
'10. Lots of people told me they had a good time and no one complained that I
‘know of. After all we had all of the ingredients for “Fun In The Sun”. Good
gpeople, good weather (for the AZ desert), good air, good food, and a little hard
‘work. I know some people were a little disappointed that we were unable to work
Sany of the water equipment due to a dead cow up stream; they did however seem
=to have a good day anyway.
The Arizona heat however did seem to make lots of people very thirsty!
‘It seems it’s time to remind everyone we are in the desert Water, Water, Water,
‘and more Water! If you are traveling in the desert you should always bring
,enough personal drinking water for each member of your group for 24 to 48
‘hours even if you are traveling to and from a GPAP event. Now you are probably
4wondermg why should I bring water to a GPAP event? The GPAP always has
‘water. yes the GPAP always brings drinking water and soda pop for their desert
‘events. However what if your vehicle broke down, or you got stuck between the
‘meeting place and the main road? It can be a long time between other vehicles
‘(maybe overnight) and a long way back to civilization. You may be thinking I
‘have my cell phone. The fact is many cell phones do not work at all or only work
‘when you are at the top of one of the hills. It can be a long way to a phone signal
If you have to walk up a hill in the Arizona sun. My husband Timothy and I have
had our own desert incident. In 2004 over Memorial Day weekend we decided to
go to Stanton, AZ to do a little prospecting on the GPAA claims in that area.
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Apr 5 GPAP General Meetmg 7: 00 PM

Apr. - 6 Good Friday

Apr. - 7 Claims Maintenance Phoenix
Apr. - 8 Easter Sunday

Apr. - 14 GPAP Picnic Golden Dreams
Apr. - 26 GPAP Board Meeting

May - 3 GPAP General Meeting
May - 5 Claims Maintenance (NONE)
May - 12 GPAP Demo
(Sportsman’s Warhouse Mesa)

- 13 Mother’s Day
May - 20 GPAP High Way Clean Up
May - 30 Memorial Day
May - 31 GPAP Board Meeting

June - 7 GPAP General Meeting
June - 14 Flag Day

June - 17 Father’s Day

June - 28 GPAP Board Meeting

July - 4 Independence Day
July - 5 GPAP General Meeting
July - 26 GPAP Board Meeting

Aug. - 2 GPAP General Meeting
Aug. - 30 GPAP Board Meeting

Sept. - 3 Labor Day
Sept. - 6 GPAP General Meeting
Sept. - 8 Claims Maintenance
(to be announced)
Sept. - 11 Patriot Day
Sept. - 15 GPAP Picnic (to be announced).
Sept. - 27 GPAP Board Meeting

NOTE: ALL GPAP
dates & events
are subject to rescheduling or cancellation
without prior notice check the hot line for updates.

F WEBSITE: WWW.GPAAOFPHOENIX.COM - GPAP NEWS - " HOTLINE (480) 368 - 2664

Ll—-—l—I—-—-—-—u_-—l—l—.—-—l—l—n—.—l—.—-—l—l—-—l—n—t




I won’t go into a lot of detail or make this long to put it simply we drove up the wrong wash and got our two wheel drive
pickup stuck in the sand. the Point is we had the water we needed to hike the approximately 1 1/4 miles up the sandy wash
and another approximately 1/4 mile up the road to camp. This is a good example because the Stanton area is a busy one and
we were not passed by one vehicle while walking on the main road. Soon after we got back to camp a young man, Adam,
passed and Timothy flagged him down and they went to try and get the truck out. Timothy and Adam got our pickup out of the
hole it was in and back onto the hard wash area, but it took Kent Reed’s Ford 250 4x4 to actually pull our pickup down the
wash and onto the main road. This experience as bad as it was was much better due to the fact we had the water we needed to
make the walk out without getting sick. One more time Water, Water, Water, and more Water! We were also dressed
appropriately hats, boots, sun block, long pants and WATER! I consider Water part of my necessary clothing on prospecting
journeys. Thank you again Kent Reed and the Stanton Claims Committee.

Another factor to think about is that although the GPAP tries to provide enough water for everyone the GPAP board
members buying supplies are calculating how much water the GPAP needs to bring. As everyone discovered at the March
Common Dig sometimes we calculate wrong. The GPAP board members buying supplies calculated 2 bottles of water for each
person on the sign up sheet and phone calls received generated from the flyers given away at GPAP General Meetings, the
GPAP Demonstration at Sportsmen’s Warehouse and the GPAA Mesa Gold show. It turned out that we did run out of water and
almost out of soda. Why did this happen? In my opinion it was because people came out into the desert with out enough
personal drinking water. This is just not a good idea in any circumstances as you can not see unforeseen circumstance (if that
sounds confusing just remember carry plenty of water into the desert). The fact is that when we are at the actual GPAP event
there are plenty of resources lost of people do bring plenty of water with them and are willing to share there are plenty of
vehicles to get you to civilization if need be. The concern is that a vehicle problem can leave you stranded with out resources.

A good example would be my husband and I as in general we drink seltzer water (carbonated unflavored water) and I
personally mostly drink the short cans of Pepsi, we always bring enough of each for as long as we plan on being out in the
desert one day or a couple of days. So at the Common Dig on March 10 neither of us drank any of the water purchased by the
GPAP as it is not carbonated and we had plenty of the water we drink all the time. I personally did have 1 large Pepsi early in
the day before it got warm you should always start drinking water if you can as the day grows hotter. The GPAP however
purchased 2 bottles of water and soda pop for each of us as our names were on the list. This example helps to show that people
did not bring enough personal water with them. Some of the Old Timers (people who should know better) even came out to
Abbey with out any personal drinking water, you know who you are and shame on you! As for the Newcomers I hope you had
a good time and you understand that my only concern is with your safety. I also realize that for new comers the trip to and from
Abbey makes it seem like there are a lot people traveling in the desert. Well in the Abbey area there are and it would probably
only be a few hours before someone came along willing to assist you. However in other places this is not the case.

We are glad everyone had a good time. For the Picnic on April 14, 2007 the GPAP will bring more water, however as
we know it will probably be hotter then and everyone should remember to carry plenty of water whenever you to into the desert
no matter what the circumstances. ‘

The Sonoran Desert can be a killer if you are not prepared for it.

it
g

I

M
A
.

[ L

skl b i}.
1 e I
o x

OBy e omeiiy i et o R e
+

B b T e

.
LA

Rl ey -

4} -~ —
R A T

s

A ] X
Lt il e

-

oAl g g 2
i | '-i:_:..,__;__' 'I'T'

e
=
[

n It} ;
b

ANERY

Editor’s Note:
All views and opinions in this publication are strictly those of the Editor or quoted author, and do not necessarily reflect the position of GPAP OR
GPAA. Any and all comments should be directed to the Editor,

Vickie Jones ¢/o GPAP P.O. BOX 97462 Phoenix, AZ 85060-7462 (602) 956-6348 gpapgold@hotmail.com




TRINITY BOWL

The 21st Century Gold Pan!
WE HANDLE THE NEW 11" PAN
IN ALL THE COLORS AND RED TOO!

PROMACK TREASURE HUNTING
940 W. APACHE TRAIL

APACHE JUNCTION, AZ 85220
' PHONE:480-983-3484 _

OR

455 EAST MAIN pm
QUARTZRITE, AZ 85359
) PH: 928-927-7750
WWw.promackaz.com

MINELAB

COME ON IN FOR YOUR PROSPECTOR TOOLS
ROCKHOUNDERS SUPPLIES,
AND MORE! pm

GARR ETT

Keenie

Enc

THE

GOLD MINER
+ GOLD WHEEL
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Phoenix, Arizona 85007
(800) 446-4259
Fax: (602) 255-3777
www.admmr.state.az.us
HOURS OF OPERATION
on. - Fri. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Closed : Sun. and all
State Holidays

IN PHOENIX

IN TUCSON

Mike Laybe Treasurer GPAP
(602) 956 - 5268

Always looking for Gold Nuggets to buy |

For the GPAP nugget raffles

At the meetings and outings I
(At 5% LESS THAN SPOT)
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